BaseMaps

Summarizing sources of maps and data for use in ArcView.

Looking specifically at:

· Landmap

· Digimap

· MasterMap
· Geography network
· MapManager

These are all subscription services that deliver via the internet.
Landmap

http://www.landmap.ac.uk/
Coverage

Covers British Isles and parts of Europe – new Med set available.

Data consists entirely of image files. They show topography, taken by satellite and “rectified” in various ways to make them suitable for use in GIS and other applications. This is of minimal use to us, because there is no coverage of human use (although a high-res plate may show human land-use / alteration). There is no coverage of national / administrative boundaries, transport, land use etc. 

I think in summary, I decided that Landmap wasn’t of use: “It consists of satelite imagery of the British Isles that have been "rectified" for use in GIS. It seems quite specialized, and more suited to environmental sciences than human geography, with its emphasis on human use of land.”
Subscriptions:

Free to subscribing institutions (YES!). However, since August 2004 charging was introduced. As Landmap is not listed by LLR as a resource I assume it is no longer available.
In summary:

All raster, no vector.

Digimap

http://edina.ac.uk/digimap/
Coverage

Great Britain

Digimap is a service provided by EDINA (not to be confused with Canadian Digimap). 
Digimap delivers Ordnance Survey Map Data to UK Tertiary Education. Tasks that Digimap enables are: 

· downloading map data for use in GIS 

· downloading and printing maps that are ready made for display, including cartographic tasks such as user-specified scale, combining datasets on a map, large format printing 

· gazetteer functions on place names (not sure what this means)
Ordnance Survey use National Grid references as names for the tiles in which their products are supplied.

Digimap supplied data (in NTF and DXF formats) can be used in ArcView after a rather convoluted conversion in ArcToolbox. Downloading and using data directly is not possible, although this situation may be rectified if recent emails are to be believed (April 2005). See DigimapInstructions.doc for more.
Subscriptions:

· NTU is subscribed as an institution (not sure of cost) therefore it is free to staff and students. However, the Historical maps cost extra.

· Users need a valid ATHENS account. 
· Access internally within NTU: http://www2.ntu.ac.uk/llr/databasesazdisplay2.asp?title=Digimap%20Ordnance%20Survey%20Data%20Collection
In Summary:

This is the data / basemap service that is likely to be of most use to human geography and related subjects.

MasterMap

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/products/osmastermap/
Coverage

Great Britain

From the Ordnance Survey:

“OS MasterMap is a definitive and accurate digital map of Great Britain and a totally innovative concept – a complete reference system for British geographical data. It is not a map in the traditional sense but a digital map framework for accessing any mapping data you need – designed to enhance business efficiency.”
It seems to consist of four main layers of data:

· OS MasterMap Topography layer 

· OS MasterMap Address layer 

· OS MasterMap Imagery layer 

· OS MasterMap ITN (Integrated Transport Network) layer

From what I can see, the Topography layer provides “standard” geographical data on both physical and human features, and is the closest of these layers to a conventional basemap:
· roads, tracks and paths; 

· land; 

· buildings; 

· water; 

· rail; 

· height; 

· heritage; 

· structures; and 

· administrative boundaries.

The other layers kind of speak for themselves. The address layer may be the next most useful.
Subscriptions

It costs a lot. Like hundreds of thousands, and is therefore not an option.  (
In Summary:

It costs a lot. Like hundreds of thousands, and is therefore not an option.  (
Geography network

http://www.geographynetwork.com/
Coverage

Global

Subscriptions

Appears to be free with ArcView. It is accessible from within ArcView. (http://www.geographynetwork.com/explorer/explorer.jsp?mode=arcmap)

In Summary:

While this has great potential, on the day I tried it (25/4/05) NOTHING worked! I have used it briefly in the past, so I will return to it….
Map Manager
http://www.esriuk.com/products/products.asp?pid=67
From the ESRI site:
“ESRI (UK) MapManager converts Ordnance Survey digital mapping products into an interoperable format that can be used by ESRI solutions and other GI software solutions alike.

MapManager converts all your Ordnance Survey data supplied in Geographical Mark-up Language (GML) into a readable, displayable and workable format for your ESRI and other universal GI systems. MapManager also converts Ordnance Survey data supplied in Neutral Transfer Format (NTF) including Landline data. Working in conjunction with ArcGIS, data will smoothly integrate into the polygon, line layers and annotation features that you work with every day for greater geographic accuracy.”

Subscriptions

Comes with ArcView (with the license we got from CHEST).

In Summary:

As such this is not a source of data, but a data converter. As Digimap uses OS data, MapManager may enable us to make better use of Digimap.

Other:
http://www.data-store.com/
An online store enabling the purchase / acquisition of specialist GIS data. The vast majority of datasets cost money, but a few listed do not have price, and may be available for free. Its also worth noting that some of the datasets that cost money don’t cost much (eg £50.00), and may be of use to specific projects.
http://www.gogeo.ac.uk/ 

Similar to the above, but an experimental trial aimed at tertiary education in the UK. 
It lists datasets and gives contact details (although only for some) – all data seems to be available via subscription – ie either an educational agreement or at full cost. Data cannot be downloaded directly. It does cover a wide range of subjects, including a significant amount of historical content.

http://www.maps-direct.co.uk/
ESRI hosted service aimed specifically at business, government and schools, providing online interactive map creation and data. Subscription only (ie – you can’t simply go to the site and download stuff). Given this, and the fact that much of it is OS derived, its likely to cost. Also, it seems to fill gaps in the market where services such as Digimap cater for HE, so it is of minimal interest.

http://www.omnimap.com/
They supply real maps! Not really of use in GIS!
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