Designing a Poster

The presentation of research findings can be conveyed in a number of ways. Increasingly posters are seen as excellent semi-permanent way of sharing results from projects.

The key skill that is demanded is communication- getting your message across clearly and concisely, combining effective graphical and written material. Frequently posters prompt verbal debate and discussion. Every thing on the poster should be visible from a distance of 1.5m.
Your guidelines will vary but for most purposes you must assume that you have to present your material on ONE sheet of stiff card, up to a meter square, usually less, Hay (1996) indicates 90 x 60 cm to which you ‘stick’ visual aids such as maps, graphs, drawings, photographs, each accompanied and linked by a small amount of text.

It should not be vastly different from a presentation in terms of organisation: it needs a title, a summary, an introduction, a methodology, results and a conclusion. You must still acknowledge sources; provide keys, scales and titles (+ your name). 

Posters must be visible, they need to be sufficiently eye catching from a distance of 1-2 meters so as to make the observer want to get closer for more detail, and then the presenter must be brief and concise and only ‘present’ the essential details both in pictures and text and be aimed at the target audience- invariably fellow students. So its obvious the written material must be in ‘sound bites’ BUT you also need to provide evidence to support your case. This is usually provided in the non-text elements of the poster.

Grabbing attention is best achieved through the poster’s ‘HEADLINE’. Simplicity with impact! Perhaps use a question and an answer; perhaps the shape of the poster might draw people in (a map outline of a country if appropriate, a cooling tower, a loaf of bread, a mad cow etc.).

What makes a good poster!

· You need to grab the attention of the passer by, so the overall impression is very important-the layout, title etc.

· PLAN the layout before you start

· Maintain a consistent style: all text boxes, diagrams should be more or less the same size, labels, captions in the same place

· Use effective and simple graphics- the more the better a picture is worth a thousand words. Lines etc on graphs must be clear and visible. Diagrams, graphs, photographs etc. should always be labelled

· Use a minimal amount of text and find ways to highlight the key points and words BE SELECTIVE. A total of 500 words of text might well be too many. Use the text in small chunks

· Always use a large typeface- titles think in terms of 36 point, body text 24 point but do not go over the top with fonts two might well be enough Times Roman and Arial
· Use Bold or italics or underline for emphasising in a sentence

· The title should be really large!

· Minimise the use of UPPER CASE!

· Colour? Only for emphasis, avoid large areas of in-your-face vivid colour. Pastel shades are easy to the eye. Do not clash with background colour/ Ensure where different colours are adjacent they CONTRAST.

· Background colour- LIGHT white

· Mount pictures and text onto contrasting colour card so as to highlight them, primary information on one colour, supplementary on another, put different kinds of material on different sides of the poster- images in the centre, background to the left, analysis to the right, consequences at the bottom. Vary the size of font according to the importance of the information.

· Remembers viewers will look at your poster and ‘gravity’ will draw their eyes downwards and from left to right, you need to ensure they follow your arrangement of the panels - NUMBER your panels – use arrows (or something more appropriate to the topic) to direct the viewer  to the next panel

· Make sure all panels are square and neat and links are clear and obvious

Virtual Posters

Designed in a desktop publishing programme using graphics packages, downloading images etc. These are lower cost, easy to store. Can be just an electronic version of the analogue poster described above. Size is an issue so you will probably use more than one screen.

Use an attractive range of fonts and font sizes, colours and shading. You could include web links, video, photographs, maps, cartoons. The draw back is the size of file- a floppy holds relatively little who can burn a CD ROM?
Ideas might be gained from the following sources:

Kneale, P.E. (1999). Study Skills for Geography Students. London: Arnold 220-224.

Hay, I. (1996). Communicating in Geography and the Environmental Sciences. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 95-108

Useful Web sites:

Examples can be seen at

http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/projects/cases/posters.html
Tips on how to do a poster include:

Mandoli, D.F. (2001). How to make a great poster. American Society of Plant Biologists

http://www.aspb.org/education/poster.cfm
Anon (2000). Poster presentation of research work Newcastle University: Dept. of Chemical and Process Engineering.

http://lorien.ncl.ac.uk/ming/Dept/Tips/present/posters.htm
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