Citing and Referencing Electronic Publications 


We all use a variety of electronic sources in our work and it is very important that we reference these correctly. Not to do so could warrant claims of plagiarism (taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own), which can be classed as a serious academic misconduct.

The advice we provide here is to help you to reference a range of electronic publications. 

Citing Electronic Publications in your Text

Provide the author of the website/electronic publication and the date (if known). If the author is unknown use the first few words of the title of the website/electronic publication. Here are a few examples,

· It has been suggested that the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goal’s are not likely to be met by 2015 as key deadlines have already been missed (Oxfam, 2005).
· Tsunamis are rarer in the Indian than the Pacific Ocean (Indian Ocean Earthquake, no date)
· Research into certain aspects of human geography can be notoriously difficult, for instance, access to research participants for a study on drug use amongst parents could be particularly complicated by issues such as fear of authority, social stigma, fear of losing their children, and concern over community reactions to themselves and their children (Taylor and Kearney, 2005).    
Referencing Electronic Publications in your Bibliography

The following advice is based on the NTU Library Website:

 http://www2.ntu.ac.uk/llr/library/citingrefs.htm#ele

Please refer to the above website for further information.

· Individual Works - websites and other online resources 

The order of the elements of the reference is: 

AUTHOR or EDITOR, year. Title [online]. Place of publication: Publisher. Available at: <URL> [Accessed Date]. 

 Examples:

Oxfam (2005) Make Poverty History- UN Summit. Oxfam. Available at: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_you_can_do/campaign/mph/unsummit.htm [Accessed 13th September 2005]
Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsumani (no date) Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsumani. Available at http://iri.columbia.edu/~lareef/tsunami/ [Accessed 10th September 2005]
· Individual Works - on CD-ROM 

AUTHOR or EDITOR, year. Title [CD-ROM]. Place of Publication: Publisher. 

Examples:

ALBERS, J., 1994. Interaction of color [CD-ROM]. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

ANDERSON, L., 1995. Puppet motel [CD-ROM]. New York: Canal Street Communications, Inc.
· Electronic Databases 

Databases cover a range of resources from bibliographic information to full-text material.

DATABASE [format, eg, online or CD-ROM]. Place: Publisher. 

Examples:
Business Source Premier [online]. Ipswich, MA: EBSCO Publishing.

LexisNexis Executive [online]. London: LexisNexis Butterworths Tolley. 


· Electronic Journal Articles

AUTHOR, year. Title. Journal title [format], volume(issue), pages if given. Available via: database title [Accessed Date].

Example:
Taylor, N.J. & Kearney, J (2005) Researching Hard-to Reach Populations: Privileged Access Interviewers and Drug Using Parents. Sociological Research Online, Volume 10, Issue 2, Avalaible at 
http://www.socresonline.org.uk/10/2/taylor.html [Accessed 11th September 2005]


· Electronic Mail

Discussion lists

AUTHOR, year. Title of message. Discussion list [online], day and month. Available at: email address or web address [Accessed Date]. 

SMITH, D., 1997. UK unemployment definitions/figures. European-Sociologist [online], 13 June. Available at: http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/European-sociologist.html [Accessed 18 November 2002]. 

THOMAS, R. 2002. Employment policy. European-Sociologist [online], 27 October. Available at jiscmail@jiscmail.ac.uk [Accessed 18 November 2002] 

Both of the above approaches are acceptable ways of referencing emails from discussion lists. 

Personal email 

AUTHOR, (email address) year. Title of email, day and month. Email to: recipient’s name (email address). 

HIGGINS, J., (Jeff.Higgins@univ.ac.uk) 1996. Email is fun. 20 June. Email to: Peter Smith (Pete.Smith@amb.ac.uk).
