NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS, COMMUNICATION & CULTURE

SCHOOL ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 6 DECEMBER 2005

Present:

M Howarth (Chair), A Brown, C Farrands, P George, L Hapgood, 

V Lawrence, J McNeil, L Pettiford, E Stewart, B Taylor, C Treece and 
J Britton (Secretary) 
In attendance:
J Griffiths

05.9.1 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
05.9.2
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2005 were received and approved. 
05.9.3
MATTERS ARISING

03.7.10  Update on Validation Schedule

CT tabled an updated schedule and members provided updating details. 
05.8.4 Review of membership
The Chair reported from notes of the initial determination of ACC SASQC membership.  Proposals for filling the vacancies are to be brought to the next meeting, and it was noted that CBJ is represented by LP until an appointment as Director is made.
05.9.4
NEW PROGRAMME PROPOSALS AND AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING PROVISION
i) Members received additional documentation for BA (H) Environment and Social Justice and welcomed the additional clarification.  Full reporting on marketing discussions together with corrected documentation were requested.
ii)
Members received and approved the proposal for MA Public History and Heritage Management, noting the overlap with the current MA Museum and Heritage Management and the case for strengthening international marketing.
05.9.5

EXTERNAL EXAMINER NOMINATIONS
i) Professor H De Burgh (MA Media & Globalisation)


Members approved the nomination.
ii) C Usategui (Spanish subject)

Nomination papers were not presented to the meeting.

05.9.6 PROGRAMME DATABASE

AB outlined CASQ plans for a programme tracking system allowing access to current programme specifications by a variety of functional groups within NTU and feeding into TQI reporting.  The database is held in Banner and concerns over staff training to meet the stage 1 deadline of 23rd December 05 were expressed, together with those relating to a variety of data input issues.  Concerns are being addressed to G Moore in CASQ.

Action AB
05.9.7

SCHOOL ACTION PLAN FOR 2005/06
AB reported little amendment to original report.  The final version will be brought to the next meeting together with the School Standards and Quality report.
05.9.8

MEETING OF ASQC, 22 11 05
The Chair reported a collaborative provision audit noting little delegated collaborative provision within ACC.  Reference may be made to Academic Board for consideration of approval of the addition of Quality Enhancement aspects to the remit of ASQC, linking with Learning and Teaching Enhancement Strategy.   Advice and guidelines for consideration of foundation degrees is to be provided.
05.9.9

EVENTS WEEK

LP reported formulation of a rationale document.  An enthusiastic response was received from the Students’ Union and reference is to be made to the Student Forum on 7th December 05, followed by a student survey.  Plans will be taken forward early in 2006 if appropriate.
05.9.10 EXTERNAL EXAMINERS’ REPORTS
Members received a report detailing generic issues and good practice relating to enhancement following review of External Examiners’ reports.  Members noted in particular marked agreement on the quality of feedback on coursework, an area where the student survey had indicated concern, indicating potential communication and expectation issues.
05.9.11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

LH reported a very positive English Subject Review response meeting noting two issues of concern common across the School:  
i) Provision of data for joint honours students.  

ii) Discrepancies between School and centrally generated data.

AB reported that these have been areas of concern for some time and will be noted in the School Annual Standards and Quality report.  A proposed central working group on statistics had not convened.



The next meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 24 1 06 in GE101.
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