NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS, COMMUNICATION & CULTURE

SCHOOL ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 15 NOVEMBER 2005

Present:

M Howarth (Chair), A Brown, C Farrands, P George, L Hapgood, 

V Lawrence, J McNeil, L Pettiford, E Stewart, B Taylor, C Treece and 
J Britton (Secretary) 
In attendance:
R Bromley and J Griffiths

05.8.1 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
05.8.2
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2005 were received and approved. 
05.8.3
MATTERS ARISING

03.7.10  Update on Validation Schedule

CT tabled an updated schedule.  RB reported review of provision for MA Cinema Studies could result in a name change proposal to aid recruitment. 
05.7.4  New Programme proposals and amendments to existing provision
b)
AB reported consultation with Sam Gallagher regarding marketability of the Critical Psychology title.
c)
Members noted that South Nottingham College had been formally notified that the pathway had been approved for further action.
05.7.5  Role of admissions tutor/APL
It was reported that proposals for the role of admissions tutor had been approved by School Executive.
05.8.4 
REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIP
Members noted that ACC SASQC is operating within University guidelines.  Representation from another SASQC will take place when relevant agenda items arise.  Student representation at SASQC has been considered at Chairs of SASQC meetings.  Within ACC a student forum is being initiated, the minutes of which will be received at SASQC.
05.8.5
NEW PROGRAMME PROPOSALS AND AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING PROVISION
i)
Members received a proposal for BA (H) Environment and Social Justice to replace the currently poorly recruiting BA (H) Communication Studies by 2007.  Members expressed some concerns including market testing, overlap with proposed BA (H) Development, Environment and Sustainability, progression routes and credit structure.  Proposal to be resubmitted to a later SASQC.
ii)
Members received and approved the module specification for Hong Kong Cinema.

iii)
Members received and approved a proposal for BA/BSc Geography noting that the contextual document, programme and module specifications will be considered at a joint SASQC.  Prospectus entries need urgent consideration and resource implications of the split sites were noted.  

05.8.6

SCHOOL ACTION PLAN FOR 2005/06
Members received and commended the draft School Action Plan and AB invited comments by the end of November to inform discussion at Academic Forum in December.  
05.8.7

MEETING OF ASQC, 22 11 05
The meeting has not yet taken place.
05.8.8 
STUDENT SATISFACTION SURVEY
Members received and approved the report.  JM outlined key areas to be taken forward by the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching Group.
05.8 9

EVENTS WEEK

LP outlined proposals which include a series of events with a central academic component in the afternoons of the first events week, and professorial lectures on a coherent theme in the second.  These spine events will ensure coherence with student/subject related events being held in the mornings.  A student survey is to take place to determine student support for the proposals.
05.8.10 RECONSIDERATIONS

Members received a paper outlining School procedures to be included in School Guidelines.  LP invited comments.

05.8.11
ENHANCEMENT OF LEARNING AND TEACHING


Members received the minutes of the meeting held on 26 10 05.

05.8.12 ANY OTHER BUISINESS

AB reported review of timetabling by Deloitte and Touche to look at specific issues and make recommendations to finesse the system.  
The Chair reported appreciation of the work of ACC SASQC and the School at a meeting with Paul Periton and Trevor Palmer convened to review respecification.  Particular comment was made on the integration of standards and enhancement across the School.

AB reported promising talks with Nottingham Trent International College concerning MA Museum & Heritage Management, and potential with Media and Journalism.

JM informed members of a CPD event to be held on 16 11 05 on SMART Assessments.



The next meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 6 12 05 in GE101.
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