NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS, COMMUNICATION & CULTURE

SCHOOL ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14 FEBRUARY 2006
Present:
M Howarth (Chair), A Brown, P George, L Hapgood, J McNeil, E Stewart, 
B Taylor, J Griffiths, V Lawrence, L Pettiford and J Henson (Secretary) 
In attendance:
L Clughen
06.2.1 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

C Farrands
06.2.2
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2006 were received and approved. 
06.2.3
MATTERS ARISING

03.7.10 Update on Validation Schedule 
AB reported that the course proposal BA (H) Development, Environment and Security will not continue, but there are alternate suggestions within the IR & Geography team to replace this. CCM are discussing a Media Practices degree for 2007 entry with journalism and creative industries as options. LH noted her concern that the options on this degree may affect interest in other courses such as English & Creative Writing. AB confirmed that the idea is in its infancy and other subject teams will be consulted on the final proposals. 
AB will meet with teams from IR & Geography and CCM before 24th February to set the agenda for the Market Research Project. 

BA/BSc Geography and MA Public History are going to CMT on 24th February for approval. 
06.2.4

external examiner nominations

i)
C Usategui


The nomination form is to be amended and sent to LP for approval via 



chair’s action. 

ii)
L Hopkins

Members approved the extension to duties nomination.



iii)
L Pearce




Members approved the nomination.



iv)
F Tonkiss

Incomplete papers were received. Once papers completed LP will review via chair’s action. 

06.2.5
REVIEW OF ACADEMIC SUPPORT ACTIVITIES 

L Clughen tabled a report and gave a verbal report of her activities to date. L Clughen suggested that her role does need dedicated administrative support.  L Clughen, MH and JH to discuss admin options. L Clughen suggested that areas of her work are embedded within programmes, e.g. reading skills. The committee supported this and ES suggested the option of offering a ULP English Language course to UK students. MH, ES and L Clughen to discuss this option. 
06.2.6
UPDATE ON DEVELOPING WORK BASED LEARNING 

JMc reported that the university have suggested that work based learning is to become a key priority. JMc is currently working with the careers service to provide SACC students with a portfolio of opportunities, but this portfolio will not be big enough if the university wants all students to take part. There are also issues regarding resources and funding. JMc is meeting Paul Hacking to discuss this further and will feedback. 
06.2.7

STUDENT FORUM 


The minutes were received. LP noted that the meeting was very positive and there was a good spread of student reps. LH suggested that the Student Forum minutes need distributing to the academic staff. It was suggested that the minutes are sent to the Academic Forum, this would further enhance the relationship between Academic Forum, Student Forum and ELT.
06.2.8   
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
MH was expecting to receive papers from South Nottingham College regarding a foundation degree entitled Visual Media, Community Enterprise and Communications, which will feed on to the BA MCS course. There is a possibility that these have gone straight to CASQ so MH will investigate. 
MH reported that the International Development Office has asked if they will be able to make decisions on International applications for those courses that have straight forward conditions. MH will email ATLs and ask them to discuss with their teams. 

LH asked if the Main Hall in George Eliot can be taken out of the teaching accommodation for next year due to technical issues, bad acoustics and poor layout. AB advised that this will be passed on to the Timetable Review team and MH will ask that this issue is raised at CMT. 


The next meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 7 3 06 in GE101.
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