NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS, COMMUNICATION & CULTURE

SCHOOL ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 11 APRIL 2006
Present:
M Howarth (Chair), A Brown, P George, L Hapgood, J McNeil, J Griffiths, 
A Curley, V Lawrence, L Pettiford, C Farrands and J Henson (Secretary) 
06.3.1 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from B Taylor 

06.3.2
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2006 were received and approved. 
06.3.3
MATTERS ARISING

06.2.5 Review of Academic Support Activities
MH reported that she had met with Lisa Clughen and JH to discuss the support to Lisa’s role and MH had requested additional financial support with the intention of appointing a member of admin staff to support Lisa’s role and other admin functions within JMc’s team. MH is still waiting for finance’s decision. 
i) 03.7.10 Update on Validation Schedule 
AB/JG/AC tabled an updated Validation Schedule and AB gave the following further information: 
Foundation degree with SNC – see item 06.3.5

Modules for exchange students – JH has contacted subjects who are affected by students going on exchange to see what modules they wish to offer these students. 
MA Public History – has now received college approval and will come to SASQC in May. The team will focus on the Foundation Degree in Public History once work on the MA has been completed. 

BA (H) Development, Environment and Security will not proceed. 
BA (H) International Studies will not proceed. 

BA (H) Geography – contacts should be Pete George/Angela Phelps. There will be a SASQC meeting at Brackenhurst on 3rd May to discuss this course. 

BA (H) Environment and Social Justice will not proceed in current form (see 06.3.3 ii)
BA (H) IR & GP (International Access) will not proceed
BA (H) Media Practices and Cultural Studies will not proceed
Joint Hons Hums – new subj Journalism Studies is not proceeding in this format (see 06.3.3 ii)
MA Cinema Studies –this course will not recruit in Oct 06 and CCM discussing how it may be changed, so won’t be re-specified this year. 
Joint Hons Hums – subj name change ‘Communication & Society’ will not go ahead in this format (see 06.3.3 ii). 

ii) Portfolio Developments

AB reported that CCM are working on a new proposal for a course called BA (H) Media, with 6 additional pathways: Journalism Studies, Media Practices, Communications, Popular Culture, Creative Industries, Film and TV. The course will include work based learning. The proposal will go for market intelligence and then to market research and will come to SASQC in May. 

CCM have proposed the subject name Philosophy, instead of Communication & Society, and will bring the proposal to SASQC in May

BA (H) IR is being reviewed and waiting for market intelligence. There doesn’t seem to be any reason why it shouldn’t be doing better. 

There will be some changes to MA Museum & Heritage studies following the development of MA Public History. These will come to SASQC in May

MH reported that the NTU International College are developing a course with a route in to MA GIT, MAMAG and MA Journalism courses
06.3.4

external examiner nominations
i)
Fran Tonkiss. 

Members approved the nomination

06.3.5
NEW FOUNDATION DEGREE
New details have been received from SNC about the foundation degree that have highlighted a range of issues for ACC. Key members of ACC will meet with representatives from SNC on 12 April and feed back to SASQC. 
06.3.6
IEMS RAISED AT ASQC
i) Feedback to students is being reviewed following the student survey where it was highlighted as an area for improvement. A new default form (Appendix C) has been created and JMc and LP will be contacting ATLs after Easter and asking them to discuss this within their teams, and then feed back to SASQC. 
ii) Annual Monitoring. ACC’s report was received positively. Schools use Annual Monitoring in different ways so Gill Moore is gathering ideas for a different form of monitoring/reporting. SASQC will receive further information in May. 
iii) External Examiners reports. (Appendix E) A number of ACC External Examiners felt that they did not receive notification of actions taken on points raised in previous reports. There was discussion about sending the Programme Report to the External Examiners, and it was suggested that JMc’s group (following the Enhancement report) look at other ways to address this. 
 
06.3.7   
PROGRAMMES DATABASE

There have been issues regarding the size of fields in the database, compared to the number of characters on the module specs. JH will meet with Jean Britton and Gill Moore on 12th April to test new changes to Programmes Database to see if the fields have been increased sufficiently. 
06.3.8  
UNIVERSITY LEARNING AND TEACHING FELLOWSHIPS


JMc reported that the fellowships are not going ahead this year. 
06.3.9  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
AB identified the following members to attend the additional SASQC at Brakenhurst on 3rd May to discuss BA (H) Geography: AB, VL, PG, JH, JG, AC


The next meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 23 5 06 in GE101.
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